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The Executive Office of Transportation and Construction, the Massachusetts Highway 
Department and Modern Continental Construction Company are pleased to distribute this twelfth 
Quarterly Report covering the period from April 1, 2003 through June 30, 2003. 


Project Financial Overview as of June, 2003 


The Route 3 Project continues to proceed on a pace to finish within budget. As of June 
2003, $275,630,066.26 has been spent from the project budget of $385,140,312.00. This includes 
an expenditure of $260,005,045.90 from the design and construction budget of $355,068,900.20. 
The Route 3 Project Team has also accumulated $4,282,598.50 in Value Engineering savings and 
has spent $11,214.00 from the Owner Contingency Account of $3,380,000.00. The Noise Restudy 
conducted by MassHighway was completed in May and one additional location has met 
MassHighway’s criteria for requiring noise mitigation. A total of seven noise barrier locations have 
been identified and included in the project. In May, an Owner Directed Change was initiated to 
allow the developer to begin the Design and Construction of this additional noise barrier. The cost 
of the work has not been determined but will be paid from the owner’s contingency account 


Highway Construction 


The Development Team continued to implement an aggressive schedule throughout the 
spring quarter. Efforts were focused on bridge construction, resuming earthwork activities, 
roadway paving, and the installation of both Mechanically Supported Earth (MSE) walls as well as 
slip form barriers. 


Modern Continental crews 
progress on the retaining 
wall northbound just north 
of Route 129 in 
Chelmsford 


Mechanically Supported Earth (MSE) retaining walls were continued throughout this period 
in the Route 110 and Route 495 area, and at Concord Road and Kendall Road. 


A milestone for the Project was achieved in Segment Three this quarter. Crews focused 
their efforts on accomplishing the Phase III traffic switch that occurred on June 27, 2003. 
Throughout the quarter grading, paving, and bridge construction activities, such as bridge deck 
pours, continued on the southbound side of the corridor in Segment Three. Crews completed 
roadway and bridge construction between the areas of Westford Road in Tyngsboro and Richardson 
Road in Chelmsford. This included southbound bridge decks at Westford Road, Dunstable Road, 
Ledge Road, Groton Road, Main Street, B&M Railroad and Richardson Road. 

In the upcoming quarter, motorists will be switched onto the newly constructed portions of 
the northbound bridge structures (formerly carrying southbound traffic), which will allow crews to 
demolish and reconstruct the remainder of the northbound bridge structures. 


Drainage installation is on going on the outsides of the Route 3 mainline. The new drainage 
system for Route 3 is being designed to address the quality of the roadway storm-water discharged 
to wetlands and water bodies, as well as control flooding, and maintain groundwater levels. These 
conditions are achieved by improving where possible, but at the very least maintaining, the existing 
conditions regarding the peak rates of run-off, infiltration and limiting the amounts of suspended 
solids that enter water resources. Excavation is ongoing at storm-water Detention Basins 2 and 13. 


Tree clearing also continued along the corridor and along various local roads including 
Concord Road and Treble Cove Road. The only remaining clearing of any substance is along the 
northbound side of Segment 3, Ramp B at Route 128, and scattered pockets along the corridor. 


Southbound motorists (left) were switched onto newly constructed bridges and pavement (right) as part of the 
Phase III traffic switch on June 27, 2003. 


The installation of slip form barriers in both Segment 2 and 3 commenced in April. Work 
also continued to construct Mechanically Supported Earth (MSE) walls to reduce wetland impacts 
along the corridor. Crews will continue work on these operations for several months. 


In April, Crews began to construct slip form barriers along the corridor. Barrier footings were first poured, 
then barrier cages were installed (left), and crews then poured the barrier walls (right). 


Earthwork activities, performed last quarter on a limited basis due to weather, resumed this 
quarter. Grading operations were performed in all three segments of the corridor in order to prepare 
the roadway sub-grade for the paving operations that occurred throughout the quarter. Crews also 
continued rock-crushing operations to process blast rock. 


Bridge Construction 


Bridge construction work progressed throughout the quarter in Segment One and Two. In 
late-April, the northbound Route 3 traffic was switched onto the newly constructed bridge at Route 
62 in Bedford. Crews completed roadway and bridge construction between the areas of Westford 
Road in Tyngsboro and Richardson Road in Chelmsford. This included southbound bridge decks at 
Westford Road, Dunstable Road, Ledge Road, Groton Road, Main Street, B&M Railroad and 
Richardson Road. 


Iron workers complete 
the task of installing 
structural steel over 
Groton Road in 
Chelmsford. Modern 
Continental 
anticipates that Route 
3 northbound traffic 
will drive over these 
beams this 
construction season. 


In May, southbound traffic was shifted onto the completed portion of the southbound bridge 
structure. The remainder of the existing southbound bridge structure was demolished on May 16. 
This will allow crews to construct the remainder of the southbound bridge structure in the upcoming 
quarter. The northbound and southbound bridge structures at both the Shawsheen and Concord 
Rivers were also completed this quarter. In the upcoming quarter, bridge demolition will occur at 
the former bridge structures over the rivers at each location. The bridge deck at Treble Cove Road 
in Billerica was also poured this quarter. 


Traffic switches onto newly constructed bridge structures occurred at Route 129, Riverneck 
Road, and the Lowell Connector. The existing bridge structures were also demolished at these 
locations. Structural steel and steel decking were also installed at Parkhurst Road in Chelmsford and 
at the Route 3/Route 495 interchange. 


A pre-cast concrete 
bridge was installed at 
Ledge Road in 
Chelmsford. 


In Segment One, there is ongoing bridge construction activity at all of the bridge structures. 
The bridge handrail installation has been completed on the Old Billerica Road Bridge. Farm Road 
Bridge stay in place decking and overhangs were completed in June. At the Treble Cove Road 
bridge the concrete was poured for the bridge end-posts, parapet, and approach slab in June. The 
Route 62 northbound bridge abutment walls are under construction this quarter. The Handrail 
installation will be completed at Rangeway Road Bridge. The traffic switch to the new median 
Bridges over Concord River and Shawsheen occurred this Quarter. 


In Segment Three, there is ongoing bridge construction activity at all of the bridge 
structures. Construction of the retaining wall adjacent to the new bridge at Kendall Road continued 
this quarter. The southbound bridge at Richardson Road has been completed and Main Street 
southbound bridge barrier is under construction. At the bridge carrying Route 3 southbound over 
the B&M Railroad in Chelmsford, the deck pans were installed, the abutments have been backfilled 
and the concrete for the new bridge deck was poured in May. The southbound Groton Road bridge 
deck has been poured. Backfill and waterproofing is underway for the approach slabs. At Ledge 
Road, waterproofing has begun and construction of the counterfort walls and barrier is scheduled 
for the beginning of May. At Dunstable Road southbound, the deck was poured the first week in 
May. The Westford Road southbound bridge deck was also poured. Backfilling and 
waterproofing was started on the first of May for the approach slabs. At Kendall Road and Locust 
Avenue, the utility block-outs have been filled and the approach slabs have been backfilled. Both 
bridge decks at the Connector south bound over Route 3 have been poured. 


Abutment walls stand 
ready to accept the final 
pieces of structural steel 
to complete the full 
width of the Route 3 
bridge over Dunstable 
Road in Tyngsborough. 


Intelligent Transportation System (ITS) 


A proposal for the link to the Regional Traffic Operations Center (RTOC) has been 
submitted to MassHighway. The Developer has provided additional information regarding the 
RTOC Link. The final package approval is pending the approval of the link to the RTOC. The 
majority of the ITS equipment, independent of the link Weigh-in Motion Stations (WIMS) and the 
Dynamic Message Sign (DMS) equipment, was released for procurement in November, 2002. 


Utility Work 


Utility relocation work continued in all three segments throughout the corridor. The water 
and sewer line work at Treble Cove Road was completed. Massachusetts Electric Company also 
began the installation of the new utility poles on both the west side of Treble Cove Road and at the 
Drum Hill Rotary. Massachusetts Electric and Comcast also completed line relocation at Route 110 
and line relocation work at Kendall Road should be completed in the upcoming quarter. The utility 
relocation work at Locust Avenue was completed on June 13, 2003. 


Keyspan has completed the tie-in at Old Billerica Road. The water and sewer lines were 
installed on the Old Billerica Road Bridge and the tie-ins will be completed when traffic is switched 
to the new bridge. The Development Team met with Verizon and N-Star and has staked out the pole 
relocation at Old Billerica Road and the work has been scheduled. The Town of Bedford has 
refused to grant N-Star rights to relocate their pole at Old Billerica Road because of unrelated issues 
elsewhere in town. The Development Team has requested MassHighway’s assistance in moving 
this issue forward. MassHighway is writing directly to the Town of Bedford, expressing the 
project’s concerns and seeking assistance. 


The water and sewer line work on the Treble Cove Road Bridge beyond the approach slabs 
has been completed and will soon be tied in. The utility duct bank for Verizon was completed to 
within 10 feet of the tie-in points and Verizon has been notified that they can complete their work. 
The gas line at Treble Cove Road will be tied in by KeySpan. 


Environmental 


The Development Team continued to work closely with the MassHighway Department, the 
Department of Environmental Protection and the Army Corps of Engineers on compliance of all 
wetland and waterway permits as well as the final design of Route 3 wetland mitigation and 
drainage systems. 


Final grading at this wetland mitigation site in Chelmsford is ready for planting later this season. 


Modern Continental continues to work with Mass Highway on finalizing a corridor wide 
landscaping plan. The original plan was presented to Project Advisory Council members as well as 
MassHighway for comments. A field walk-through has been scheduled to finalize the locations of 
landscaping and MCC is preparing the final plan for MassHighway’s review. 


The noise re-study was completed in May and copies were given to the Project Advisory 
Council (PAC) members. As a result of the re-evaluation of the areas adjacent to Route 3, one more 


location, McFarlin Road in Chelmsford, met the criteria for a noise barrier. This brings the number 
of noise walls being built as part of the project to seven. 


There have been meetings with the residents along the southbound Route 128 ramp from 
Route 3. They have concerns about bringing the ramp closer to the neighborhood that will include 
the clearing of trees. The town of Lexington is also questioning the Final Environmental Impact 
Report as it pertains to the work being done in Lexington. Information was forwarded to the MEPA 
section at EOEA for review of the concerns raised by the Lexington residents. 


Safety 


The project continued to emphasize the importance of safety along the corridor. The 
Development Team sustained six lost time injuries and five recordable injuries this quarter. These 
injuries included strains, lacerations, fractures, and bruises. 


Maintenance During Construction 


Routine maintenance continued throughout the corridor. Routine maintenance included 
pothole patching, debris and trash removal, bridge deck repairs, traffic signal repair, catch basin 
cleaning and the removal of dead animals. The maintenance team responded to over 30 calls and 2 
incidents this quarter. The spring clean up and grass cutting operations also commenced this 
quarter. 


Right of Way 


The Development Team obtained a Right of entry certificate for the drainage easement for 
the parcel east of the alignment at Farm Road 13-D-1. All other required ROW easements/takings 
have been completed and have received MassHighway Board of Commissioner’s approval. 
Relocation efforts continue with the tenants at Drum Hill. The Development Team will continue to 
closely coordinate construction activities with the occupants of 2 Meadowbrook Road, Chelmsford 
as these residents are expected to move soon. 


Community and Abutter Issues 


The Development Team continued their public outreach process by working with residents 
and motorists from abutting communities along the corridor. This included close coordination with 
residents of Riverneck Road and Lowell Connector as well as the Route 129 area regarding bridge 
demolition, ramp closures, and steel erection procedures. The Team also visited several abutters to 
the highway at their request to explain different details of construction within their areas. This 
included residents around Route 62 concerned with blasting, as well as residents of Lexington to 
explain the scope and timing of work to improve ramp geometry at the Route 3/Route 128 
interchange. 


The Development Team also worked closely with various businesses including the childcare 
center located in the Nordblum office park in Burlington. MCC and MassHighway officials met 
with the owner of the center along with the landlord to discuss the operation of the detention basin 
as well as associated construction activities in their area. 


Monthly Project Advisory Council (PAC) meetings were held throughout the quarter. The 
April meeting was held in Chelmsford. The meeting included a noise restudy update as well as an 
overall update of construction activities. The May PAC meeting was held at the Burlington Town 
Hall. The meeting focused on upcoming traffic moves during a busy construction season as well as 
an overall construction update. The June PAC meeting was held at the Bedford Town Hall. The 
focus of the meeting was a construction update, and a presentation regarding upcoming anticipated 
traffic moves. Monthly Business Partners meetings were held at various locations throughout the 
quarter. 


In June, the Development Team appeared before the Chelmsford Board of Selectman along 
with MassHighway at the Board’s request to brief them on the Route 3 construction schedule and 
progress. Outreach also continued through the Route 3 Website (www.widen3.com), AM 530 
radio, and the Project Information Line. 


Upcoming Milestones 


Work crews will continue to implement an aggressive schedule to perform necessary work 
in the quarter. Crews will focus on bridge construction, roadway work, and drainage as well as 
numerous other activities. 


Beginning this upcoming quarter crews will begin a series of demolition procedures at 
various locations along the corridor. The operations that will occur throughout the quarter will 
include demolition of structures at Richardson Road, Ledge Road, Groton Road, Main Street, 
Dunstable Road, Westford Road, B&M Railroad, Concord River, Shawsheen River, Old Billerica 
Road, Concord Road, Southbound Connector, Route 110 and Treble Cove Road and Kendall Road 
as well as the bridge over the new Bruce Freeman Bikeway. 


A milestone in Segment Two in the upcoming quarter will be the moving of all northbound 
and southbound motorists onto the newly constructed C/D roads between the Lowell Connector and 
Route 110. Both traffic switches will be completed by mid-August. 


Traffic will be switched onto newly constructed bridge structures at Locust Avenue, Old 
Billerica Road, Concord Road, Treble Cove Road and Kendall Road. Crews will also continue 
work to construct the remainder of the northbound bridge structures in Segment 3 between 
Richardson Road and Westford Road. Also, in the upcoming quarter motorists will be switched 
onto the newly constructed bridges at the Drum Hill Rotary. 


Route 3 North EOTC/MassHighway Team 


Mary Carrier, Manager, Community Relations 


Mary Carrier has been with the Mass Highway 
Department for three years. She was hired to work 
on the Route 3 Project as Manager of Community 
Relations. Community outreach has been an 
important element in the success of the Route 3 
Project. Keeping the public informed and working 
closely with the seven communities along the 
Route 3 corridor enables the project to stay on 
track and move forward with public cooperation. 


Mary enjoys working with people and her experience prior to joining MassHighway has been a 
tremendous asset in doing her job. Although her background is in teaching, having taught English, 
Language Arts, and English Literature on the elementary level for many years, she thrust herself 
into the local political arena about ten years ago. Before joining the Route 3 Team, Mary was 
Mayor of the City of Newburyport. She also served on the City Council for several years. 
Therefore, she was no stranger to community involvement. 


The formation of the Project Advisory Council (PAC) has been an important part of the whole 
Design/Build process. The scheduling of a monthly meeting with the PAC representative from each 
of the communities along Route 3 enables the project team to communicate on a regular basis 
regarding design, traffic, and residential impacts. This has allowed the MassHighway Department, 
Modern Continental, and the abutting neighborhoods to address issues head-on and work together 
towards a positive solution. Mary works closely with the elected officials, town offices, business 
parks, and the many residents and commuters who travel Route 3. She is the MassHighway contact 
on the Route 3 website and the voice at the end of the phone. Being able to communicate with a 
“real person” via the e-mail and telephone is reassuring to the many who contact her with their 
concerns and suggestions each day. 


For the last fifteen years Mary has hosted the well-known Irish program, “Top O’ the Morning” on 
WNBP 1450 AM in Newburyport. She was born and raised in New York City and received her 
B.A. in English from Fordham University and her Masters in Education from Lesley College in 
Cambridge. She moved to Newburyport twenty-five years ago and lives there with her husband Ed. 
They have two grown daughters, Lisa and Laurie. 
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Route 3 Project Advisory Council 
Chelmsford Town Hall 
April 3, 2003 


MEETING MINUTES 


The Route 3 Project Advisory Council meeting was held at the Chelmsford Town Hall on April 3, 
2003. 


Mary Carrier welcomed everyone and thanked Phil Eliopoulos and Bernie Lynch from the Town of 
Chelmsford for hosting. Introductions were then made. 


John Greeley proceeded with a project construction update. He stated that Modern Continental is 
preparing for a very busy construction season. He stated that the new bridge at Riverneck Road in 
Chelmsford is completed and that demolition of the old bridge will occur this weekend. He than 
stated that the Lowell Connector, which is a two-phase construction bridge, will be open next week 
and demolition will most likely occur next weekend. 


John Greeley then informed the PAC that blasting operations would resume at the end of the month 
on the southbound side of the Route 3 corridor. He stated that tree clearing operations on the 
southbound side are still ongoing at this time and that the majority of clearing at Concord Road and 
Treble Cove Road has been completed. 


John stated that the ramp grading at Route 129 to accommodate for the new bridge would be 
another upcoming milestone. He stated that the procedure requires a weekend of ramp closures at 
Route129 and that the Development team will implement their public outreach plan prior to this 
operation. John stated that within the past week three bridge decks were poured along the corridor 
and that this process will continue when temperatures permit. He also said that work is continuing 
on the retaining walls and that noise wall cans are being installed as well. 


Chelmsford Town Manager Bernie Lynch stated that the bridge near Route 40 is creating noise that 
residents are noticing. He questioned when work would occur in that area to address this concern. 
John Greeley informed him that the width of the bridge was recently reduced to help address this 
concern and that he spoke with Phil Eliopoulos about the issue and will continue to address it, 
additionally, John stated that part of the problem was an aging expansion joint on the northbound 
bridge which has been causing a pothole at that location. John stated that Modern Continental 
would continue to patch that pothole as necessary. A Chelmsford resident then stated that he was 
displeased with the approach work that was performed at this bridge location. There was also a 
complaint about the northbound side of Old Billerica Road. John and Phil reiterated that it would 
be looked at. Jack McDonnell then stated that the purpose of this meeting is to address any issues 
that communities may have, and that the Route 3 team would evaluate the situation and report back 
to the PAC. 
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Chelmsford Selectman Bill Dalton then questioned the status of the ongoing work at the Drum Hill 
Rotary. John Greeley stated that by the beginning of July traffic should be on the new bridges that 
are being constructed. Bill Dalton then questioned if all of the tree clearing had been completed at 
Drum Hill. John Greeley informed him that clearing had been completed at that location. 


David Hopkins, a resident of Bedford raised a concern of noise from under the Old Billerica Road 
Bridge. He suggested using a different paving to cut back on the noise. Jack McDonnell explained 
the pros and cons and why it is not practical to use the noise reducing pavement. Steve Dulgarian 
then stated that he is concerned about flooding occurring on his land. He stated that he has 
discussed this with Mary Carrier and John Greeley but would like to see something done soon to 
resolve this issue. John Greeley said that they had cleared out the culverts and found there was still 
a blockage in one of the pipes so they will address that when the weather improves. Phil Eliopoulos 
then stated that he would work with John Greeley to address abutter issues like bridge approaches. 


Mary Carrier then introduced Chris Menge and Mark Newmark of HMMH to present the findings 
of the Route 3 noise restudy. 


Chris Menge then discussed standards, criteria, areas studied in detail, differences from previous 
study, study purpose, and background information as part of his PowerPoint presentation. He also 
explained all of the steps from the initial measurements at the locations to the TNM computer 
modeling. Chris concluded that out of the fourteen areas studied, one location, McFarlin Road in 
Chelmsford, met the criteria for a noise barrier. This location came in below the $2,700 CEI. 


Many of the residents from the other locations studied, voiced their disappointment in the study 
results and the fact that the State’s CEI should be raised so more locations would fit the criteria. 
Some felt that even though they had the high decibel levels and could receive sufficient relief from 
a barrier, they were being penalized for lack of density. They believed that this was because of the 
low CEI the state had in place. 

Several residents spoke about how the noise was affecting their quality of life and reiterated the 
need for the state to reconsider the CEI. 


A resident of Chelmsford, Mrs. Kerri Innis, who lives on Waterford Place complained of the noise 
from the highway and her disappointment in not getting a barrier. She expressed fear for her two 
young children because there was no fence behind her house and her backyard abuts the highway. 
Mary Carrier and John Greeley agreed to look at her property and evaluate the possibility of 
installing a fence along the right of way. 


Mr. Dulgarian of Lowell, stated that his grandchildren play on his property which abuts the 
Middlesex Canal and that there was a fence at one time but it is down and in need of repair. 


Paula Fretwell of Twiss Road in Chelmsford voiced her frustration of trying to get the state to 
understand the affect of the noise on their quality of life and how they are hurt by the CEI. 


Fred Simon from Senator Pangiotakis’ office asked about placing earth berms behind those 
properties that abut the highway but do not fit the criteria for a noise barrier. Chris Menge 
answered that earth berms have a 2:1 slope typically and require a lot of space and tree clearing. He 
said the availability of fill would also need to be considered. 
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Mark LeMay from Lamplighter Green in Chelmsford expressed his disappointment about the fact 
that the consultant mentioned the earth berm there was protecting most of the homes and therefore 
only two homes were impacted. Mr. LeMay questioned the validity of the study and said the state 
was being deceptive. Jack McDonnell denied this and said this was an honest study and there was 
no fudging of numbers. 


John Koveos of Devonshire Crossing in Lowell, asked how sure we were that the numbers were 
correct and what if there was a mistake in any of them would they be changed? Mary Carrier said 
that HMMH went over the figures and looked at the modeling many times. Chris Menge said that 
the final report would be completed next week and he did not anticipate any change in the numbers. 


Some residents asked about the CEI and how long that amount had been in place and who was 
responsible for that number. They questioned why it did not increase over time with the cost of 
living, materials, and everything else? 


Philip Eliopoulos, PAC member from Chelmsford, asked if the state would be in agreement if the 
towns committed to pay the additional money for those areas that came close to the CEI but did not 
meet it? Jack McDonnell informed him that he could check the policy. Mary Carrier said it would 
be unusual for the State to agree to this but they would look into it. 


Senator Susan Fargo questioned who issued the RFP and requested a copy of the RFP? She also 
stated that she had introduced a bill requesting one million dollars for noise barriers for Bedford and 
Chelmsford. She said she had a hearing with the Transportation Committee and was willing to meet 
again with Chairman Steve Baddour and the Committee to see about changing the $2,700 CEI. 
Senator Fargo stated that although she could amend her legislation, she would prefer to work with 
MassHighway and requested that a meeting be set up between her and the Mass Highway people in 
Boston to discuss the CEI as well as the Eliopoulos suggestion. 


Other residents who spoke were Lisa Girard of Sinclair Street in Billerica who was disappointed 
because the Elliot Street location was just above the CEI of $2,700 and she said the noise was 
unbearable in her backyard. Bedford Selectman Sheldon Moll was present with Duncan 
Greenhalgh of Balsam Drive in Bedford. 


The Selectman from Billerica, Bob Correnti, challenged Mary and Jack to bring these concerns 
back to the appropriate people at MassHighway in Boston. Mary Carrier said that Boston would be 
apprised of the meeting and the feelings that were being expressed there. 


Jackie Ward, a resident from Lexington, who lives near the Route 128 Southbound ramp in 
Lexington, asked why they were not included in the noise study since the ramp is being widened as 
part of the Route 3 Project. She also thanked us and said the meeting was very informative to her 
and she learned a lot about noise and the criteria for determining who gets a barrier. She also stated 
that she will continue to pursue one for her area along Route 128. 


Jason Leferts was present from the Lowell Sun and Christine McConville from the Boston Globe. 


The next PAC meeting is scheduled for May 1, 2003. 
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Route 3 Project Advisory Council 
Burlington Town Hall 
May 1, 2003 


MEETING MINUTES 


The Route 3 Project Advisory Council meeting was held at the Burlington Town Hall on May 1, 
2003. 


Mary Carrier welcomed everyone and thanked Bob Mercier from the Town of Burlington for 
hosting. Introductions were then made. 


John Greeley proceeded with a project construction update. John stated that MCC was completing 
a series of nighttime detours while crews performed demolition work at the Lowell Connector and 
Riverneck Road as well as for steel erection for the final phase of I-495 construction. He also stated 
the northbound traffic switch at Route 62 was completed and that on Friday evening, weather 
permitting crews would implement the southbound switch which would also necessitate a detour of 
southbound traffic. John also mentioned that crews would then have to demolish the final portion 
of the Route 3 Bridge over Route 62, which will require a Route 62 detour. 


John stated the by the middle of next week crews will erect steel during the daytime hours over 
Parkhurst Road in Chelmsford. The operation will be 2-3 days long as Parkhurst Road traffic will 
be detoured. John stated that blasting is progressing around the area of Manning Road, and that 
there is additional blasting that needs to occur south of Route 62 on the southbound side. John 
informed the PAC that the Kendall Road southbound on and off ramps were recently reconfigured, 
and that the ramp detours necessary to switch traffic at Route 129 was about 3-4 weeks away. 


Jack McDonnell then stated that the issues raised by residents at last months PAC meeting have 
been addressed. He asked John Greeley to explain the improvements made at the Main Street 
Bridge and John stated that the bridge joint northbound was filled in and that the southbound 
onramp from Route 40 has been narrowed. Jack then stated that MCC has also installed fencing 
behind Sinclair Street in Billerica. 


Ellen Rawlings then stated that many residents have questioned whether or not the blasting limits 
were factored into the noise restudy, as the roadway is now closer to their homes and there is less 
rock ledge. Jack McDonnell stated that in the first noise study this was not considered, but in the 
recent restudy all clearing and blasting limits were factored into the results. 


Mary Carrier then stated that although it was the goal to have the final landscape plan presented at 
this meeting, that it has not yet been finalized. She stated that it was reviewed by Masshighway and 
sent to MCC for comments. She stated that it would be discussed as soon as it is available. 


John Greeley then stated that two major upcoming milestones are to switch traffic onto the CD 


roads between Route 129 and Stedman Street and to switch traffic onto the new Drum Hill Square. 
He stated that the Drum Hill switch should occur sometime in July. 
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Paul Bergquist of URS then used a traffic management plan to explain collector distributor (CD) 
roads and the detours that would be necessary for crews to implement this traffic switch. He also 
stated that the traffic switch at the Drum Hill Rotary would necessitate a weekend Route 3 
northbound offramp closure for crews to align the new ramps to the new bridges. 


Paul also mentioned the Phase III traffic switch in Segment 3, which was then explained by John 
Greeley. John stated that the southbound traffic will be placed back onto southbound side on newly 
constructed bridges, and that northbound would travel on the portions of the constructed northbound 
bridges allowing crews to demolish and reconstruct the bridges on the northbound side. John stated 
that this switch is expected to occur around in June. 


Mary Carrier then stated that the final report regarding the Route 3 noise restudy had been 
distributed. To wit, Jack McDonnell stated that he had dropped off copies of the restudy results to 
all PAC members as well as to Senator Fargo and Senator Havern’s offices. Peter Kennedy then 
asked if they had any questions while reviewing the report who would they contact. Mary stated 
that he could call Jack, but that the results were final. Jack then stated that a $2700 CEI was 
established and that the department is comfortable with that. Mary then stated that people could call 
with questions, but that the CEI was not going to change. 


Rick Reed then asked if a decision had been made regarding towns and/or residents subsidizing the 
costs to qualify for these barriers. Jack stated that it was discussed and that is not something that 
the department is going to do. Mary then stated that it would be something that would favor 
communities that have more money than others. Rick then asked for a written response to this 
issue, and Jack stated that he could get him something. 


Ellen Rawlings then stated that neighborhoods are expecting an explanation on the results and that 
she is not qualified to get into the details. She stated that she would like to set up a meeting and 
have this explained to the residents. Jack McDonnell stated that the Senators are still interested in 
the issue of noise barriers. He said that the policy is the policy, and that if it were changed it would 
affect communities throughout the State. 


Bob Mercier then asked if there would be an update landscape plan distributed once it is finalized. 
Mary stated that once MCC has addressed comments it would be discussed. Bob then asked about 
concerns that Nordblum had raised and John stated that MassHighway and MCC had met with 
Nordblum to explain the detention basins abutting their property and their function. 


Mark Whitehead then stated that several Selectman wanted to know when Locust Avenue will be 
reopened. John stated that he was not sure, but would get an answer and report back directly to 
Mark. 


Rick Reed then questioned when the slip ramp would be constructed. John Greeley stated that it 
needs to occur this summer but that he would try to get a work schedule. John also stated that there 
is also some blasting that needs to occur. 

Ellen Rawlings then questioned when signals would be installed at Concord Road, Treble Cove 


Road and Route 129. John stated utility work is ongoing at this time at Concord Road as well as 
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Treble Cove Road. He also stated that the signal at Route 129 would be activated as part of the 
traffic switch scheduled for 3-4 weeks away. 


Bob Mercier then questioned if the project remained on schedule. John stated that there remains a 
lot of work to be done, but they are confident along with Mass Highway that they will meet the 
completion date. 


Rick Reed then stated his displeasure with both the location and times of use for the rock crushing 
operation at Route 62. He stated that it is not a wise location and that the work was starting in the 
early morning. John Greeley stated that although the crusher had been there for close to a year, that 
he would provide a written response from MCC to the Town of Bedford concerns regarding the 
crusher. 


The next PAC meeting will be held on June 5, 2003. 
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Route 3 Project Advisory Council 
Bedford Town Hall 
June 5, 2003 


MEETING MINUTES 


The Route 3 Project Advisory Council meeting was held at the Bedford Town Hall on June 5, 2003. 
Jack McDonnell welcomed everyone and a round of introductions were made. 


John Greeley proceeded with a project construction update. John stated traffic would be switched 
onto the newly constructed portions of the Concord River Bridge on June 6, and that a similar 
operation would occur at the Shawsheen River in the upcoming weeks. John stated that the 
Development Team is reviewing plans to prepare for the demolition of these bridge locations over 
the rivers. He also noted to Rick Reed that there is some repair work to be done at the Route 62 
bridge structure. 


John stated the by the end of the month Modern Continental hopes to open the new northbound on 
ramp from Route 110. He noted that this is the first step in opening the collector distributor roads in 
Segment 2. John stated the work at the Drum Hill Rotary is progressing and that by August they 
plan to have traffic onto the newly constructed box. John said that the median work would be 
ongoing between Route 129 and the Drum Hill Rotary. John noted that the Locust Avenue Bridge 
will reopen around the 4" of July and that Kendall Road will follow several weeks after, he also 
noted that in the upcoming weeks there would be partial demolition of the Kendall Road bridge. 


John then stated that it is the goal of the project to switch southbound motorists onto the newly 
constructed southbound bridges between Westford Road and Richardson Road by the end of June. 
John stated that the demolition of the Route 129 bridge abutments would occur in the upcoming 
weeks. He also stated that work was progressing in Lexington to reconfigure the ramp way and 
create a work zone. He noted that he was meeting with residents and a representative from Senator 
Havern’s office following the meeting for a final walk-thru to explain the scope of the work. 


Mark Whitehead then asked if when the Drum Hill Rotary traffic is switched to the new pattern, 
would the corners be signalized at that time or later in the project. John Greeley stated that the 
signals have to be in before implementing the new pattern. 


Rick Reed then asked if any final coats of pavement have been applied. John Greeley stated that 
motorists are currently driving on the binder coat of pavement in several areas, but that the final 
coat of pavement would not be applied until the end of the project. 


Mary Carrier stated that the final landscaping plan is not yet resolved at this time. John Greeley 


added that all comments submitted by the towns would be addressed individually, but that the entire 
package should be complete by the end of July. 
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Jack McDonnell then further discussed the Lexington situation. He stated Lexington was not 
involved like the other communities along the corridor. He said that the ramp from Route 3 South 
to Route 128 South is being widened for storage capacity. He noted that two lanes changes to one 
lane with a shoulder before merging with Route 128 traffic at that location. Mary Carrier then 
stated that they did not feel that the impact was great in Lexington, but they do want to be involved 
and will be invited to PAC meetings in the future. 


Peter Kennedy then asked if the Lexington situation was in the original plans (EIR) or if this was a 
design change. Jack McDonnell stated there were two situations and that they were both in the 
Final Environmental Impact Report. 


Jack McDonnell then stated that there is $2.2 million that has not been spent on open space. He 
stated that there was a meeting last Friday and that over the next few months this will be addressed. 


Peter Kennedy then stated that the Town of Billerica submitted comments regarding the noise 
restudy and asked about a response. Jack McDonnell stated that he had yet to address the town’s 
comments. Ellen Rawlings then stated that she had received a letter from Commissioner Cogliano 
but that none of the questions were addressed. She stated that she was disappointed that the 
commissioner would send a letter to the town without addressing any of the town’s written 
concerns. Jack McDonnell stated that he would respond directly to the town’s comments. 


It was then decided that due to the July 4" holiday the next PAC meeting would be held on July 
i 
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ROUTE 3 NORTH 


PROJECT ADVISORY COUNCIL 


Town of Billerica 


Richard A. Montuori (PAC) 
Town Manager 

365 Boston Road 

Billerica, MA 01821 
Phone: 978-671-0942 

Fax: 978-671-0947 


Town of Bedford 


Richard T. Reed (PAC) 

Town Administrator 

10 Mudge Way 

Bedford, MA 01730 

Phone: 781-275-1111 

Fax: 781-275-6310 

E-mail: rick@town.bedford.ma.us 


Town of Burlington 


Robert Mercier (PAC) 

Town Administrator 

29 Center Street 

Burlington, MA 01803 

Phone: 781-270-1600 

Fax: 781-270-1608 

E-mail: selectmen@burlmass.org 


Town of Chelmsford 


Philip Eliopoulos (PAC) 
Selectman 

18 North Road 

Chelmsford, MA 01824 
Phone: 978-250-3800 

Fax: 978-244-0007 

E-mail: Philipbos@aol.com 


Town of Chelmsford 


Bernard F. Lynch 

Town Manager 

Town Offices -50 Billerica Road 
Chelmsford, MA 01824 

Phone: 978-250-5201 

Fax: 978-250-5252 


City of Lowell 


Adam Baacke (PAC) 


Chief Planner 

JFK Civic Center 
Lowell, MA 01852 
Phone: 978-970-4261 
Fax: 978-970-4262 
E-mail: 


City of Lowell 


Mr. John Cox 

City Manager 

375 Merrimack Street 
Lowell, MA 01852 
Phone: 978-970-4000 
Fax: 978-970-4007 


Town of Tyngsborough 


Mark Whitehead (PAC) 

Town Planner 

25 Bryants Lane 

Tyngsborough, MA 01879 
Phone: 978-649-2317 

Fax: 978-649-2301 

E-mail: 
planner@tyngsboroughmass.com 


Town of Tyngsborough 


Paul Boushell 

Executive Administrator 
25 Bryants Lane 
Tyngsborough, MA 01879 
Phone: 978-649-2300 
Fax: 978-649-2301 


Town of Westford 


Steve L. Ledoux (PAC) 
Town Manager 

55 Main Street 

Westford, MA 01886 
Phone: 978-692-5501 

Fax: 978-692-8589 
E-mail: 
sledoux@westford.mec.edu 
Hanscom AFB 


Gregory Cravedi 
Community Planner 
120 Grenier Street 
Building 1810 
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Hanscom AFB, MA 01731-3527 
Phone: 781-377-7950 

Fax: 781-377-7955 

E-mail: 
Gregory.Cravedi@hanscom.af.mil 


MAPC 


Barbara Lucas 

Chief Transportation Planner 
Metropolitan Area Planning 
Council 

60 Temple Place 

Boston, MA 02111 

Phone: 617-451-2770 

Fax: 617-482-7185 
E-mail:Blucas@mapc.org 


NMCOG 


Robert Flynn 

Executive Director 

Northern Middlesex Council of 
Governments 

Gallagher Terminal 

Floor 3B, 115 Thorndike Street 
Lowell, MA 01852 

Phone: 978-454-8021 

Fax: 978-454-8023 


NMCOG 


Beverly Woods 

Gallagher Terminal 

Floor 3B, 115 Thorndike Street 
Lowell, MA 01852 

Phone: 978-454-8021 

Fax: 978-454-8023 


